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We hope this is a good day for you.  
 

You are receiving this as someone who may still be mourning the loss of a loved 
one from here, on earth.  We are reaching out to you, especially in these confinement 
days in regard to COV19. We, as always, are concerned for you during these difficult 
days made even harder with our new “norm of quarantine”.  For this reason we’d like to 
extend our sincerest concern for your physical health and welfare, as well as your 
spiritual health. 
 
 First, because of all of the stringent guidelines from the Governor of NYS and from 
our Bishop, we must adhere to their guidance in relation to keeping our people as safe 
as possible. Therefore our weekend Masses are videotaped and are available on 
YouTube.  We’ve had to cancel our grief sessions and we are working on what we can do 
for Holy week and Easter.  Please visit us at www.stmax.net to keep up with our 
schedules and possible videos as a means of keeping connected. 
 

 Our church in Corfu will remain open from 9AM to 3PM, if you’d care to say 
prayers in the church. We are asking that while visiting the church, be mindful if there 
are other people present and to maintain a safe distance (six to 10 feet from them), for 
your sake and theirs. 
 

 Secondly, but most importantly, we are quite aware that after the loss of 
someone so close to you , our days can be filled with a great sense of loss , not only for 
your loved one , but for the routine you may have had with them. This can lead to self- 
isolation from your previous routines and can leave you lost as you regain a new normal 
for yourself.  You may find yourself being hit doubly hard during this time, as others, 
wanting and needing to comply with our country’s quarantine measures for our physical 
benefit, may not be able to visit, or reach out to you in person, which can be so helpful 
at this time 

 

http://www.stmax.net/


 

 
 

It is for this reason we feel this correspondence maybe helpful to you. In line with 
our beliefs in a spiritual life through Jesus our Savior and the Supreme Healer, we know 
how important it is, to all humans, to be reminded of the compassion of Christ, be it 
directly through His great compassion, or through fellow human beings, that are called 
to reflect the true light of love, care and compassion of our Lord.  

 
  As adults we understand there are trying times in our life.  However, sometimes, 
just as children do not always understand a time out, or a possible discipline that a 
parent chooses to instill to/for their child, the loving parent applies their guidance, 
because of their love for their child, for the benefit for the child, and as a member of 
humanity.  
 

So it is with God’s plan.  While we may not agree with, or understand it, especially 
as we are going through it, we must be mindful what lengths our God went through, so 
each and everyone He created has the means to know Him, rely on Him and trust Him. 
We hope that you can find comfort in relying on our merciful Father. 
 

These are concepts that can be easy to overlook as we reflect on our days, once 
busy and full, to ones that seem a bit emptier or a bit more quite, especially now in this 
present crisis. Sometimes we maybe more disturbed because of it.  
 

Through our faith, we must remind ourselves that our God is always present, and 
cares deeply about each and every one of us.  God is fully in control, and for whatever 
purpose He has, it is for our ultimate well-being. 

 
We hope that at this time in your life, Jesus may console you in His special way. 

We hold you in our hearts and prayers. 
 
God Bless, 

 
 
 
 
      Rev. Daniel J. Serbicki 
 

 
 



 

 
 

IDEAS TO JUMP START A SPARK IN YOUR LIFE 
 
Sometimes we choose to remain by ourselves, and not reach out to others. At 

those times we run the risk of becoming very depressed in our minds, withdrawing 
more into ourselves. 

 
Taking a pro-active stance to our new isolation, stay on guard against the thought 

that we are all alone. In today’s society we are truly blessed with electricity, television, 
radio, computers and telephones, smart… or not so smart! That can help us reach out, 
or be reached by others. 

 
See what good old-fashioned books can do!  Games, handwritten letters, or a 

phone call to a relative or friend you haven’t heard for in years. 
 
 A FEW OTHER IDEAS… 
  
MUSIC!  Whatever your preference, music plays an important part in the human 

experience. Replay those songs you love, the days you heard them, and rejoice in your 
mind the memories you made at that time in your life.  

 
RELIVE HISTORY: Ponder how the world has changed. Learn or relearn the REAL 

History of our nation. Relive your own history. Has it been for better or worse?  Then 
think of one more change you can make, to make it a positive change.  

 
BE CREATIVE! Create in cooking, art, poetry or music, write a journal. This is a 

time of historical significance, and God put you here, in this moment, you’re a part of it! 
Share it.  

 
 MAIL IT! Make up a card, or a basket of supplies someone you know can use, and 

send it to them.  
 
CARD, EMAIL OR PHONE CALL: If you are still feeling isolated, think of someone 

else that might also feel isolated: People in nursing homes, the medical staff that works 
there or regular people who take care of others, (their parents or children.) Care 
workers, need to be reminded that others are appreciative of their compassion.  Don’t 
forget our Military people, past and present. Call a Veteran and let him know what he 
went through was appreciated. 



 

 
 

 
PLANT A SEED 
Start planting a garden, a few vegetables or just a few flowers indoors. Spring is 

just around the corner.  (And if anybody body can find toilet paper seeds, let me know!) 
 
PRAY, PRAY, PRAY! 
 
Call our Parish office, find us on Facebook, or checkout our website and see 

whose asking for prayers. Visit your contacts on Facebook, and pray for those asking for 
help. Pray for yourself, for others and most importantly, remember to Praise our God 
for all of life’s situations.  

 
If you are in this world, God cares! 


